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Deep under Eastpointe and St. Clair Shores, the Stephens Relief Drain was 

built in the midï to late 1960s, as can be seen in this photo taken in January 

1968. The drain is named for the road it travels under, Stephens, which is 

also known informally as 9 1/2 Mile Road. Henry Stephens was president of 

Stephens State Bank in what was then known as Halfway, today called 

Eastpointe. While his bank failed during the Great Depression, the 

Stephens Building which once housed the bank still stands ð with Mr. 

Stephenôs name etched into the facade ð at the corner of Gratiot Avenue 

and Stephens. The building was relocated a few hundred feet to its current 

location a number of years later when Gratiot was widened from two lanes 

to a four lane avenue. The Stephens Relief Drain underwent a thorough 

inspection by Macomb County Public Works in 2017 and continues to serve 

the community today as a major storm drain. It empties directly in to Lake 

St. Clair, carrying rain water and snow melt out of neighborhoods and into 

the lake.  
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